LIFE CYCLE OF A BILL

A bill must successfully pass through a number of steps before it becomes a law. Only a
fraction of the bills introduced by Senators and Assembly Members ever reach the
legislative floor for a vote. Even after a bill is approved in both chambers, the Governor
reserves the power to veto it. Transforming bills into laws is an essential function of our
state government.

Although the procedure can become more complicated, this chart shows the essential
steps for passage of a bill.

AN IDEA IS DRAFTED AND PRESENTED TO A
SENATOR OR ASSEMBLY MEMBER

[ |
ASSEMBLY BILL SENATE BILL

INTRODUCED BY MEMBER - FIRST READING -~ NUMBERED - PRINTED

!

RULES COMMITTEE ASSIGNS BILL TO COMMITTEE
(may not be heard or acted upon until 31 day after introduction)

COMMITTEE HEARING -~ CHAIRPERSON AND MEMBERS TESTIFY: bill author, citizens, experts, lobbyists
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS PASS
(may be reconsidered if passage is refused) | SECOND READING
PROPOSED THIRD READING - DEBATE -~ VOTE
REVISED ANALYSIS 1€ AMENDMENTS Nl (may be reconsidered if passage is refused)
I t |
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TO SENATE TO ASSEMBLY
FIRST READING
RULES COMMITTEE ASSIGNS BILL TO COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE HEARING - CHAIRPERSON AND MEMBERS TESTIFY: bill author, citizens, experts, lobbyists

I » CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




LIFE CYCLE OF A BILL

(CONTINUED)

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS PASS

(may be reconsidered if passage is refused) — SECOND READING
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PROPOSED THIRD READING - DEBATE - VOTE
REVISED ANALYSIS ¢ AMENDMENTS }‘_ (may be reconsidered if passage is refused)

I 1 I

!

WITH AMENDMENTS N PASSED — WITHOUT AMENDMENTS
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RETURN TO FLOOR OF ORIGIN

(for concurrence in amendments) RETURN TO FLOOR OF ORIGIN
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NO YES
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
(3 Senate Members & 3 Assembly Members)

b

CONFERENCE REPORT

l v

SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

ADOPT CONFERENCE REPORT [ NO

l

APPROVED BILL GOES TO GOVERNOR FOR REVIEW

' ’ !

BECOMES LAW

WITHOUT SIGNATURE SIGN VETO

I !

LEGISLATURE HAS 60 DAYS TO OVERRIDE
VETO WITH %: VOTE IN EACH HOUSE

! !

BILL IS CHAPTERED BY SECRETARY OF STATE
(becomes law January 1% of the following year unless it contains an emergency clause or specifies otherwise)
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