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California Facts

Instructions
Look up the word below in the dictionary and write its definition on
the line.  Based on your definition of the word, discuss with your
classmates the facts below and how they demonstrate ways in which
California is superlative.

Superlative: ___________________________________

The Land
• California is the third largest state in land area, with 155,973 square miles.
• Mt. Whitney (14,494 feet) is the highest peak in California and the lower 48 states.
• Death Valley has the lowest elevation (282 feet below sea level) in California and in the

western hemisphere.
• California produces more agricultural goods than any state in the Union.

The People
• California is the largest state in population, with over 35 million people.
• California has the largest Mexican population outside Mexico.
• California has the largest population of American Indians.
• California has the largest student population in the United States, with around six million

students.
• Californians speak over 80 languages, more than the residents of any other state in the Union.
• The State of California has the largest budget in the Union.

You can find more information about California at the following Web sites:
California State Parks www.parks.ca.gov
State Capitol Museum www.statecapitolmuseum.com
Encarta: California Facts and Figures www.encarta.msn.com
More California Facts www.50states.com
California Historical Society www.californiahistoricalsociety.com
World Almanac www.worldalmanacforkids.com
Governor’s Homepage www.governor.ca.gov
California Homepage www.ca.gov
California State Senate www.senate.ca.gov
California State Assembly www.assembly.ca.gov

Challenge
Can you answer
the question to
the right?

When California became a state, 300,000 people lived here.  In
2004, it is estimated that California has 35,000,000 residents.
How many more people live here today than in 1850?

_____________________________________________
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I love you, California, you’re the greatest state of all
I love you in the winter, summer, spring, and in the fall.
I love your fertile valleys; your dear mountains I adore,
I love your grand old ocean and I love her rugged shore.

Instructions
See if you can memorize one stanza (or more?) of our state song.
To hear the tune, visit www.50states.com.

“I Love You, California” became the official state song in 1951.  Its words were written
by F. B. Silverwood and music by A. F. Frankenstein.  It was composed in 1913.

Student Activity Page

Chorus:
Where the snow crowned Golden Sierras
Keep their watch o’er the valley’s bloom,
It is there I would be in our land by the sea,
Ev’ry breeze bearing rich perfume.
It is here nature gives of her rarest.
It is home sweet home to me,
And I know when I die, I shall breathe my last sigh
For my sunny California

I love your redwood forests—love your fields of yellow grain,
I love your summer breezes, and I love your winter rain,
I love you, land of flowers; land of honey, fruit and wine,
I love you, California; you have won this heart of mine.

chorus

I love your old gray Missions—love your vineyards stretching far,
I love you, California, with your Golden Gate ajar,
I love your purple sunsets, love your skies of azure blue,
I love you, California; I just can’t help loving you.

chorus

I love you, Catalina—you are very dear to me,
I love you, Tamalpais, and I love Yosemite,
I love you, Land of Sunshine, half your beauties are untold,
I loved you in my childhood, and I’ll love you when I’m old.

Our State Song: “I Love You, California”
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Recommendations for Further Study
Books:

The Constitutions of California, the United States, and Related Documents.  Sacramento:
California State Senate.

Donnelly, Loraine B., and Evelyn T. Cray.  California’s Historic Capitol.  Sacramento: California
Capital Enterprises, 1983.

Ignoffo, Mary Jo.  Gold Rush Politics: California’s First Legislature.  Sacramento: California State
Senate and California History Center Foundation, 1999.

Marlowe, Lynn G.  California State Capitol Restoration: A Pictorial History.  Sacramento: California
State Legislature Joint Committee on Rules, 1983.

Montgomery, Linda Boudreaux.  A Visit to the California Capitol, Sacramento, California.  Austin,
TX: LB Collection Custom Books, 2000.

Oxford, June.  The Capitol That Couldn’t Stay Put.  Fairfield, CA: James Stevenson, Publisher,
1983.

Rawls, James J., and Walton Bean.  California: An Interpretive History.  New York: McGraw-Hill,
2002.

Schaechtele, Molly Shoemaker.  The Governors and their Portraits.  Sacramento: California State
Capitol Museum Volunteer Association, 1995.

Senate Rules Committee.  The Legislative Process: A Citizen’s Guide to Participation.
Sacramento: California State Senate.

Wilson, E. Dotson, Chief Clerk of the Assembly, and Brian S. Ebbert, Chief Editor.  California’s
Legislature.  Sacramento: State of California, 2000.

Videos:

A Legacy Restored.  California State Capitol Museum and California Department of Parks and
Recreation, 1982.

Capitol Visions.  California Department of Parks and Recreation, 2002.

Web Sites:

California Governor– www.governor.ca.gov

State of California Homepage – www.ca.gov

California State Senate – www.senate.ca.gov

California State Assembly – www.assembly.ca.gov

California State Parks – www.parks.ca.gov and www.kids.parks.ca.gov

California State Capitol Museum – www.statecapitolmuseum.com




